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You should be nice to dogs. but you should be nice to
A dog is scared if you're yelling, but a person can be

ﬁeople too.

rt more

because he can also understand what you're saying
Wes Jefteries
Student dog handier

Kids say goodbye
but get to keep
New compassion

LESSONS from E1

to help relate to the students.
The dog was allowed to roam
freely, connecting with the
youths on a level no person
can.

“1 always want the kids to
be greeted by someone who
is happy they're there,” Poli-
castro said. “And there are
some days 1 just can't do that.
But my Dobie is right there,
welcoming them and licking
their hands.”

The right dog

Gary DiGeronimo knew
what to look for while search-
ing for six dogs suitable for
the TLC program at Taylor.

DiGeronimo, an animal be-
haviorist contracted to help
run the program with Julie
Bank, director of public pro-
grams for Animal Care and
Control, roamed the aisles of
the county's Pet Adoption
center looking for candidates.
Each dn' hed to be hulthy
and work well with
Simply put, the khd of ani-
mal prompting him to say, *{

can’t believe someone gave
up on this dog.”

Within a few hours he had
his selections, ranging from
the calm and easygoing Ruby
to rough-and-tumble Chance,
a Rottweiler mastiff mix who
was quite happy to lean his
R0-pound frame against the
nearest set of leps and who
was, DiGeronimn summed
up, “once big gatoot of a
dog”

For the next 20 school
days, thesc dogs would work
an hour a day with a dozen
kids molded over the years

by life’s imperfections, per-
haps difficult home lives, or
verbal and cmotional abuse,
or even chemical imbalances
in the brain.

Afler each training session,
the dogs would be put back in
their crates (10 be picked up

by their foster parents at the

end of the school day) and the

atwdents would 1alk about
how to treat animals as well
as people

“You should be nice to

dogs, but you should be nice
tn people 100,” sald Wes Jel-
feries, 13, after a lesson on
how & karsh tone of voice al-
fects animals and people the
same way. “A dog is scared if
you're yelling, but a person
can be hurt more because he
can also understand what
you're saying.”

No ooce in the program as-
sumed that four weeks of dog
training could turn around
these kids' lives. But it was
believed it could turn them in
a new direction, leading to a
ripple effect that might touch
their lives for years.

Good things were clearly
evident the first time the pro-
gram was offcred at Taylor in
latc 2001, when 12 kids
shared an experience they
would not soon forget.

“I've been working with
these kinds of kids for 18
years, and I've never seen a
program impact them as
much as this class with dogs,”
Pulicastro said. “The kids un-

the arnimals o calm 1ham be-
fare training begen

The quiet time had the
samie efTect on the shudents
Whalking mnia Folicaateo™
rosaim disring Firat lour, & visi-
tor wanld Tave found It hard
to bedieve soma of these kids
are prone Eo threats or vio-
Ience, that others suffer un-
controltable cuthurats that
make them unsuiiable class-
males,

Jon lay quietly next to
Hulsy, stroking the sheltle
arvund her neck amd chest.

“Lra0d dog, good Buby," be
coned a8 the dog wagged hor
tadl slowly in appreciation

Ruby's deep brown eyes
stare i Jon's, pelther dog
mof boy Enowlng how much
they kead kn cammign,

Fuby was turned kn to the
Maricopa County animal shel-
ter for reasons that were
never recirded by the dm-
pinyens. Somehaw, snmeons
cmuld no longer live with this
ipemtle dog.

Jisn cartainly did sot un-
doratand 1L
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Jon is prone to emotional

and, at times, violent out-
bursts. One reason, said spe-
cial education teacher Teri
Schulte, whom Jon sces for
half the day, is his “issues
with abandonment.”

But just two weeks into the
TLC program, Schulte said
she saw wonderful improve-
ments in Jon's behavior.
Schulte said Jon was more
focused on his work and not
so easily frustrated. She
added that Jon, who loved to
talk about hls cat. Sam,
had

Top: Hamli, a Welsh-ca
ke, Wl s slisdank 1 J
Inhm Elkne far a command as
the dogs are prosepted bn
the=ir adoptive lamilies

Aberes Jon Maran, 16, gives
Rubwy, & shealiis mix, & scraleh
bohind the ears. Alter caring
for thn dogs for a mantl
stinfents mesl say poodhie,

Right: Andy Thatcher, 12,
grivets Band, & sheep dog-
tertber min.

His behavior has improved
at home as well. The first
words out of Jon's mouth
when he arrived home each

_day usually had something to

do with Ruby, said Josephine
Moran, his grandmother.

“You would have thought
he spent the whole day with
the dog instead of just an .
hour,” Moran said. “He just
loved sceing her.”

Lessons leamned

TLC’s impact cannot be
ed with or test

a dog
person.

“He has to work through
‘his demons and emotions,”
Schulte said. “He's struggled
when he's had to work with
other kids, but I can tell he's
having fun.”

One example was clear at

scores. The tools typically
used to gauge success in
school do not apply to a pro-
gram that is the first of its
kind in Maricopa County.
That was why, nearing the
end of the four weeks,
teachers look for the small

among the most talkative.

There was Andy, 14, who
would not raise his head to
answer questions and yet
spoke to an audience of
nearly 50 people to tell them
about his dog.

There was Tyler, 13, who
had spoken of abusing ani-
mals and by the program’s
end had befriended the fami-
gnd:‘ that had once run from

There was Ryen, 14, a
tough kid who refused to let’
on to his feelings until he said
a tearful goodbye to Kandi, a
friendly Welsh corgi who
gladly licked away the tears. .

And there was Jon, who
took from the program not
anly love for a dog, but an
awareness of compassion,
and that you can let go of

! : lom Tingle/The Asiaona Republic
for lunch. Most of the new
owners had left with their
dogs; the kids were left to
their feelings.

In their hearts, they knew
they had done the right thing.
Two students walked their
dog (to themt, it would always
be “their dog™) to the parking

lot, then waved goodbye as
the dog hopped into the adop-

ive couple's car, a leap as
practiced as if she'd been do-
ing it all her life.

A few athers returned to Pol-
icastro’s classroom where class
assignments would soom await
them. And a few sat quietly,
sifting through feelings that
four weeks ago they'd not be-
lieved could exist.

Jon, having finished his
piece of the celebratory cake
and having said goodbye to

Pet therapy
program
inspired by
TV show

By Scott Craven
scott.craven@arizonarepublic.co

People who say there is
nothing good on TV will ha
an argument from Elaine
Miner.

A TV show featuring the
py dogs prompted Miner t
lookmtothepoasﬂyilhie.sol

dogs work with at-r
hdlinlheMenSchoolDr
trict. The result was Teach
InveandCompusion pr
gram pairing homeless
lhemothn:llynwbled
students to benefit both.

Usually a school
district will ...
choose the least

expensive progran
Not this time.
It was obvious
they wanted it
done right.
Julie Bank

Maricopa County
Animal Care and Cordrol

Delta Society, which prome
and sponsars the use of ani
mals for therapy and servic

Miner was so impressed
with the positive cffect day
had on everyone from tron
bled kids 10 hospital paties
that she instructed staff
members (o kok into bring
ing such a program to the
Mesa school district.

Julie Bank of Maricopa
County Animal Care and {
trol, who was contacted by
the district, suggested sev
eral possibilities varying i
cost and time commitment
District officials approved
the T1.C program, the onc
that demanded the most
money and effort.

“I was surpriscd,” Bank
said. “Usually a school dix
trict will look for the easy
way out and choose the lea
expensive program. Not th:
time. It was obvious they
wanted it done right.”

Miner initially wanted t+
program to farget student:
risk of dropping out, thinki
the dogs would serve as m-
vation to attend class. She
changed her mind shortly :
ter hearing about Taylor b
ior High teacher Pat Polic:
tro, who was atready using
dogs successfully to reach
her emotionally challenge:
students. .

“Pat seemed the perfect
match,” she said. “You nec
lot of patience and determ’
tion to work with dogs or +
cial-needs kids. I'm not smr
the program could get off '
a good start without her.”

Miner would like to see
TLC continue for at least «
other year in Policastro's
classroom, doing at least »
other two sessions of the
mhnthlong program befor:
its future is assessed. If T!
remains as successful as i



